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Berkshire Schools Competitions 

Each year Denise Harper, with support from Eric and 
other club members, co-ordinates a series of regional 
heats for schools across Berkshire.  These photos were 
taken at this years heat for Bracknell schools held at 
Sandhurst Memorial Park on the 20th April. 

The winning team having their photo 
taken by proud teacher and parents 
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Editorial 

A rather later than expected issue of the Newsletter this month.  Where does time go 
when you are retired? 
 
We have had an unfortunate sequence of weather óeventsô this 2017-18 winter season 
with three Saturday events cancelled due to (1) wind, (2) snow/ice and (3) rain (giving 
us a water logged car park field). As reported later, the JK went ahead but for the relays 
on Easter Monday it was only just possible as more rain and sleet made car parking 
difficult and the assembly a mud bath.  At least summer appears to have arrived now! 
 

  David Jukes 

Club Notes 
Keeping you informed about the club and its members 

 

Major Events (Level A) 
 
18 March - Midland Championships - Belvoir Castle and Estate 
 

As most members will already know, this event was cancelled on the morning of the event, 
another casualty of the winter weather.  The following account, posted by the Organisers on the 
day, indicates the difficulty in reaching this type of decision: 
The situation this morning at 6.00 am was, no snow falling and the local roads OK to drive on 
albeit with care as there was some snow blowing off the fields. When we all arrived at Belvoir, 
just before 7.00 am it was clear that whilst the event area was OK, access to the Belvoir 
Estate roads would be a problem. The access to our primary parking area, the Castle private 
car park would be dangerous. The car park is accessed and exited by steep narrow roads 
which had a covering of snow. Both roads also formed walking routes to either the arena or 
the starts. It was clear that a mix of cars, snow and pedestrians was not a safe situation. This 
was confirmed by the Belvoir Estate Manager. At that stage the decision was taken by the 
Organiser and Safety Officer to call the event off. The Controller agreed with that decision. 
 

30 March / 2 April - The JK Festival 
19-20 May - British Championships (Long/Relay) 

Reports of these events are provided later in this Newsletteré 
 
Urban Leagues 
 
The 2018 Urban Leagues (both the National UK version, the UKUL, and the regional Sourthern 
England version, the SEOUL) started slowly although the first event of the SEOUL was actually 
on the 1st January with the TVOC event at RAF Halton.  Current standings are based on 6 out of 
the total for the year of 20 (for the SEOUL) and 5 out of 19 for the UKUL. 
 
In the UKUL, the Methven family travelled north and competed in the Thirsk event in April but 
the two closest so far have been at Norwich (15 April) and Ross-on-Wye (5 May). Several 
members competed in the Ross event as it was the holiday weekend with other events in the 
Forest of Dean on the Sunday and Monday.  However only David Jukes and Nigel Hoult 
attended both of these events and scored well - David finishing in 2nd and 3rd positions and 
Nigel in 8th and 12th positions. With only two scores, they are both below others, some of whom 
have attended all 5 events staged so far. 

 
For the SEOUL, the events are generally closer 
although only the RAF Halton event could be 
described as ócloseô. Our biggest travellers have again 
been David and Nigel who both attended 4 of the 6 
events staged so far.  With a win (at RAF Halton) and 
two second places and a third, David is the current 
leader in the Men Ultravet (M65+) class.  In the same 
class, Nigel is currently in 3rd position overall. 

Cover Picture: Our best performer at 
this yearôs JK Festival was Ian Cooper 
(M75), shown here during his óMiddleô 
event on Easter Saturday at Brereton 
Spurs.  For more details, see pages 13 
[Photo Credit: Andy Johnson] 
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Although competing in small classes, both Peter and Gill 
Bennett are performing well.  Peter won the Men Hypervet 
(75+) class at RAF Halton and the 100 points he gained 
there put him in 3rd position overall.  Gill has though had 
two wins (RAF Halton and Warminster) and her 200 
points give her the lead in the Women Hypervet class. 
 

The next few months will see many more urban events 
taking place with our own event on the 17 June at Great 
Hollands and Birch Hill contributing to the SEOUL.  The 
area is one of the most complex housing estates in the 
country and provides an outstanding navigational 
challenge. See Page 6 for more details. 
 
Committee News 
 
Due to the later than normal appearance of this 
Newsletter, there have been 2 meetings of the Committee 
since the last issue.  Here is a summary of some of the 
matters discussed: 
¶ Emit controls: As planned, a second batch of Emit 
controls was sent off to have their batteries replaced 
and have been successfully returned.  We are now 
back up to full strength and no longer need to consider 
complete replacement in the short-term.  We can wait 
to see what technological advances occur in the next few 
years. 

¶ Club jackets and O-tops: Our new Club Jackets arrived in time for the JK and some were 
collected at the Good Friday Sprint event.  Subsequently, discussion has now moved on to 
consider incorporating a matching design in new orienteering tops.  Initially these will be 
available in a short sleeve version.  A draft design was approved at the May meeting and an 
initial order will be placed quickly (see below).  It was agreed that there would be no club 
subsidy for the new tops. 

¶ Cliveden: We have been approached by the National Trust management team at Cliveden and 
asked whether we could assist in establishing a permanent course in the grounds.  Simon has 
had an initial discussion are has asked whether, as part of any agreement, we would be able 
to use the grounds for small local events.  Discussions are continuing. 

 

Nigel Hoult navigating around the 
streets of Norwich 

[Photo Credit: Steve Rush] 

New BKO O-tops 

Following on from the new club jackets, 
we are also going to produce a club 
short sleeved summer top with a similar 
design. 

The top is also designed by Bryzos and 
the standard shirt can be seen on their 
website.:- 

https://www.bryzosport.com/
orienteeringshirts 

The sizing will also come up a little tight, 
so you will probably want to order one 
size larger. 

An email about orders has already gone 
out from Simon, so if you would like one, 
please respond by Wednesday June 6th. 
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Newsletter Distribution: 

Our thanks to those who have indicated that they will be 
happy to only have the newsletter as a pdf file sent by e-mail 
as this does save the club money.  If you are willing to only 
receive the newsletter by e-mail as a pdf file, please let me 
know and I will add your name to the list.   
newsletter@bko.org.uk 

    Your 2018-2019 Committee 
   

 Chairman:   Simon Moore  chairman@bko.org.uk 
 Secretary:   Derick Mercer  secretary@bko.org.uk 
 Fixtures Secretary:  Andy Parry   fixtures@bko.org.uk  
 Treasurer:   Peter Entwistle  treasurer@bko.org.uk  
 Development Officer:       - - - -  Vacant  - - - -  
 Membership Secretary: Ian Hudson  membership@bko.org.uk  
 4 Committee Members: 

Fiona Clough, Parry, David Jukes, Brian Sewell, and Mark Foxwell 

Membership Memo:  

As I missed the deadline for the last 
newsletter swanning about in 
snowy Norway, we have had a 
number of new members since 
January. So, a very warm welcome 
to: 

¶ Yonadab Diez-Urkidi in 
Henley on Thames.  

¶ Claire Smart in Reading. 

¶ Lukasz Wisniewski in 
Newbury (second mention!). 

¶ Steve Osborne in Camberley. 
 

And a warm welcome back to: 

¶ Sue, Finn and Jess Miller in 
Basingstoke. 

Ian Hudson 

¶ GDPR: As most people will know, new controls have come into force on the protection of 
personal data and the right of people to limit the use of their data.  There was a lengthy 
discussion at the May meeting about how this impacts orienteering clubs and BKO in 
particular.  The national British Orienteering have provided some guidance but the club will 
need to adopt a new enhanced policy on data protection.  Simon will draft this in line with the 
guidance for discussion at the need meeting.  We will need to consider issues such as the use 
of membersô e-mail addresses for ómarketingô - for example, is event publicity 
ómarketingô (subject to controls) or is it a ómemberôs benefitô (an acceptable use of data)?  It 
was agreed that former club members details will be deleted from our membership database 
rather than simply be categorised as óinactiveô. 

¶ Cancellation of the Saturday Event at Rushall Woods: It was noted that due to the heavy rain 
in April and the water-logged field which had been the intended car park, the event on the 21 
April had been cancelled (making it the third cancellation of the 2017-18 Saturday series).  It 
was noted that other clubs had faced similar issues leading to cancellation or postponement of 
several events in the region. In this case no maps had been printed.  It is hoped that the 
courses which had been planned for both Burghfield and Rushall can be made use of when the 
areas are next used. 

¶ Bracknell Summer Series: Due to a lack of time for preparation, David Jukes has not been able 
to progress this as originally planned.  There will now just be two events - one in July on a new 
map of Jennettôs Park (14 July) and a second in August at Birch Hill (11 August) with a club 
picnic at South Hill Park after the event. 

¶ Harvester Trophy (24th June): It was agreed that the club would subsidise entries at a rate of 
50%.  Mark Saunders is co-ordinating entries. 

Army Championships 

The 2018 Army Individual Championships were due to 
be staged in association with the Midlands 
Championships in March.  As mentioned above, these 
were cancelled so the army had to rearrange their 
championships.  They were held in conjunction with the 
Military League South event on the 9th May at Yoxeter 
Ranges.  With only limited competition, BKO member 
Kezia Jukes retained her Womenôs Champion title.  
Congratulations to her! 
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ęEscape the EstatesĚ 

Bracknell - Sunday 17th June 2018 - SEOUL League Event 

Berkshire Orienteers (BKO) invites you to join us for a top-quality urban event on 
perhaps the best high-density housing 
urban terrain in the UK. Two superb 
areas of Great Holland and Birch Hill 
are being combined to give full-on 
intricate running for the experienced 
orienteer, plus safe and enjoyable 
traffic-free junior courses in the 
beautiful grounds of South Hill Park.  

/ƻǳǊǎŜ aŜƴΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 

1 Men Open (M18-35)   

2 Veteran Men (M40+) Women Open (W18-35) 

3 SuperVets Men 

(M55+) 

Veteran Women (W40+) 

4 UltraVet Men (M65+) SuperVets Women 

(W55+) 

5 HyperVets Men 

(M75+) 

UltraVets Women (W65+) 

HyperVets Women 

6 Junior Men (M16-) & 

Adult Novices 

Junior Women (W16-) & 

Adult Novices 

7 Young Junior Men 

(M12-) 

Young Junior Women 

(W12- 

The map will be A3 size, double-
sided, at scale 1:4000, which gives 
some idea of the overall size of the 
combination. The terrain is flat and 
fast, 90% on paved surfaces, with 
underpasses helping to avoid any 
timed-out crossings. Courses will be 
designed at full length within UK 
Urban racing guidelines, so expect a 
full run-out. Feedback from one 
competitor at an earlier BKO event 
in similar terrain is relevant: ñThank 
you so much for an excellent well-
planned event: there was so much 
route choice I could hardly dare 
take my eyes off the map!ò 

The event will be part of the South-
East Orienteering Urban League 
(SEOUL), Level C, with the usual 
SEOUL courses. The Junior Men/
Women course will be suitable as a 
longer novice course (c. 5 km) for 
regular Sunday runners with little 
navigational experience, providing 
an excellent chance to try out urban 
racing. First starts will be at 10.30 
am. Do join us and see if you can 
ñEscape the Estatesò!  

Event Officials:   Organiser: Eoin Sharkey (BKO) 

       Planner:    Martin Wilson (BKO) 

       Controller: Kieran Devine (SOC) 

{ŜŜ .Yh ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 

DǊŜŀǘ IƻƭƭŀƴŘǎ  

.ƛǊŎƘ Iƛƭƭ  
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 CompassSport Cup Heat 

Balcombe Estate, Sussex - 11 March 2018 

Martin Wilson (Club Captain) provided the 
following comments on the evening of the event: 

I confess to still feeling somewhat stunned by our 
fantastic result today. We beat SOC for our óGold 
medalô, then TVOC for our óPlatinum medalô, then 
the mighty HH as well. Iôve had to create a new 
medal for this óTriple Crownô effort. John Methven, 
our resident metallurgist, suggested Iridium (in 
Berkshire dialect pronounced ñWeôre rid O óemò). 
Absolutely fantastic, so much more than I could 
have hoped for. Well done to everyone for their 
efforts! 

Our Seniors averaged 89+ for their 19 counting 
scores, our Juniors just over 90. Our profile is very 
different from other clubs: 10 scores from C1,2,3, 
just 5 from the very large C4,5,6, then 4 from C7, 
and 2+2+2 from the three junior courses. Other 
clubs seem to score more in 4,5,6 but less at the 
edges. Our team list with the scorers shown can be 
seen on the next page. Our strategies worked a 
dream: 

¶ Dan and Peter running up in Short Brown 
helped us get 4 scores in that class, average 
89. 

¶ Immy Woodcock and Amelia Wing running up in W18- 
brought scores of 92+94, really good. 

¶ Keeping Adam and Luca down in M14- gave us 94+90, 
despite Adam losing his compass early in the race. 

¶ Maddie W and Natalie W each completed their Orange 
course, though very inexperienced, giving us 88+84. 

Overall, we only had 6 counting scores under 85, with the lowest 
being 80. Iôd particularly like to highlight the scoring contributions 
made by James and Dimitar in a very large Brown course, Annika 
and Lynne in a very tough Green Women class, and Jane and Gill in the huge Short Green 

Kezia Jukes out in the forest 
on the Blue Women course  
[Photo Credit: Mark Howell] 

Pavel Prochazka finishing his 
Brown course  

[Photo Credit: Mark Howell] 

Pos. Club Score 

1st SO 2390 
2nd SLOW 2368 

3rd SN 2273 
4th BKO 2235 
5th HH 1907 

6th TVOC 1771 
7th SOC 1089 
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BKO Scorers 

[Simplified scoring: Winner 100 points then count down. 25 to count; maximum 4 per course] 

class. But the Club Captainôs Award for the overall 
Run Of The Day goes to Natalie Wing. Natalie I 
think is still just 10 years old. She ran the Orange 
course, being asked just to get round correctly to 
gain a score. After a good start, she took 55m 52s to 
complete 1-2, but never gave up, and completed the 
course successfully in 80m 40s, bringing us a much 
needed 84 points. What commitment and 
determination she showed - she deserves an Iridium 
Medal of her own! 

Itôs clear we now have a very competitive club if we 
can turn out at full strength. We were missing several 
stalwarts this year. If we can maintain the present 
team for next year and restore the absentees, we 
could perform well. Iôm going to ask the CSC Co-
ordinator if he will encourage the SE teams, 
particularly SN, to keep away from next yearôs 
SCOA  CSC heat, which will be run by SOC in the 
New Forest. Please put the 10th March 2019 in your 
diaries! We need to set our sights higher from now 
on. Who knows, with a bit of luck and an easier heat, 
we might be close to making the final, something 
unthinkable in past years.  

1. BROWN Men Open 

Pavel Prochazka 100 

Lucasz Wisniewski 91 

James Wilkinson 83 

Dimitar Gospodinov 82 

  

2. SHORT BROWN M20-  M40+ 

Mark Saunders 96 

John Methven 91 

Dan Straka 86 

Doug Greenwood 84 

  

3. BLUE WOMEN Women Open 

Kezia Jukes 100 

Andrea Strakova 90 

  

4. BLUE MEN M50+ 

Georgi Gospodinov 80 

  

5. GREEN WOMEN W20-  W45+ 

Annika Greenwood 86 

Lynne Moore 85 

  

6. GREEN MEN M60+ 

David Jukes 93 

John Briggs 90 

  

7. VETS SHORT GREEN M70+  W60+ 

Ian Cooper 97 

Richard Rae 92 

Jane Courtier 84 

Gill Godbold 83 

  

8B. JUNIOR WOMEN Women 18- 

Imogen Woodcock 92 

Amelia Wing 94 

  

9A. ORANGE  Men 14- 

Adam Methven 94 

Luca Zurek 90 

  

9B. ORANGE Women 14- 

Maddie Woodcock 88 

Natalie Wing 84 

  

Gill Godbold    [Photo Credit: Mark Howell] 

And óThank Youô Martin for assembling and 
inspiring the team.  You have certainly been an 

effective óTeam Captainô. 
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Above: Individual race arena with Balmoral Castle in the 
background. 

Left: Pavel Prochazka approaching the finish on completing 
the M21E course. [Photo Credit: Steve Rush] 

Below: Our BRC óBKOntendersô team (Martin / Pavel / David) 
after competing in the Men Short class. 

British Championships 2018 - The Long and Relay Versions 

There was never going to be a large BKO attendance at this yearôs BOC and BRC with the venue 
being in the heart of Royal Deeside. Only 4 members made the trek north. The óLongô 
Championships was on Saturday 19th May and the forested hills on the Balmoral Estate provided 
a complex technical challenge.  The Relay Championships (BRC) were the following day and 
used woodland adjacent to the River Dee itself.  This was a completely different type of terrain 
with undulating moraine giving intricate contours with short sharp slopes to slow even the fittest. 

Ian Copper once again showed that he is an outstanding M75 competitor and on finishing his 
course he was well in the lead. However a southern rival (Tom Edelsten from CHIG) came in a 
minute faster leaving Ian to take second place, over 5 minutes ahead of the third competitor. 

Pavel Prochazka was tackling the tough M21 Elite course - nearly 14km and 600m of climb.  He 
did well coming in in the top half but his time of about 117 minutes was about 24 minutes behind 
the leaders.  It is amazing what our countries top orienteers can manage! 

David Jukes found the M65L course tough but just squeezed into the top half of his class.  
Martin Wilson unfortunately missed a control on his M70L course.  Two controls were very close 
together before a longer leg and he headed out on the long leg without going to the one at the 
start of the leg.  We have all done that! 

Martin, Pavel and David stayed 
on and made up a 
óBKOntendersô team for the Men 
Short relay competition.  The 
class is very varied with some 
fast youngsters combining with 
older clukb members. By 
chance, Pavel on our second leg 
had the shortest gaffle (3.8km 
compared to 4.4km for David 
and Martin) and despite his very 
fast run, David and Martin could 
not sustain the pace. The team 
finished 12th out of the 20 
teams. 


